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Electronic feedback signs are a universal form of traffic caming, giving avisual cue to the driver that he
or sheis speeding in an areathat could potentially be dangerous to the driver or to bystanders. Speed
feedback signs have been used extensively in large urban areas. This paper presents research that
evaluated speed feedback signsin two small communitiesin lowa. The signs were used as part of
research that evaluated different traffic calming treatments along the major road through a small
community. One feedback sign was installed in Sater, lowa, which has a population of just over 1,300
citizens. The speed sign in Slater is capable of digitally recording and reporting speeds to the driver and
can be programmed to flash a variety of messages at various speed limits. The second location was
Union, lowa, which has a population of just over 500 citizens. Two speed feedback signswereinstalled in
different locations. The speed feedback signsin Union display the driver speed up to 5 mph over the
speed limit, at which time the message “ SLOW DOWN” is displayed. The effectiveness of the feedback
signs was evaluated using a before—and-after study. Data were collected before installation of the signs
and one month after installation. Data were also collected at three- and six-month intervals so that the

effect over time could be observed.
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