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Safe Routes to Schools program (SRTS)

The new SRTS program, which gives lowa
an average of $1.2 million per year, is
designed to enable and encourage children
to walk and bicycle to school. Eligible in-
frastructure projects include, among others,
sidewalk improvements, traffic calming and
speed reduction, street crossing improve-
ments, and traffic diversions near schools.
All projects must be within two miles of
schools. States must use between 10 and
30 percent of their funding for non-infra-
structure projects, such as public awareness
campaigns, traffic education and enforce-
ment near schools, and pedestrian and

bicycle safety sessions.

lowa distributes its SRTS funding via
competitive grants. Local officials should
identify community needs and partnerships,
form SRTS teams, and define specific proj-
ects before applying online, www.dot.state.
ia.us/saferoutes/. The deadline is October 1.

Work zone safety

lowa’s program of work zone safety training,
provided through LTAP and the lowa DOT,
will remain relatively unchanged. However,
local agencies may expect a couple new

will recognize these regulations;
SAFETEA-LU is making some of the manu-
al’s guidelines into policies. However, these
policies will not be enacted until fall 2006,
at the earliest. Check the Federal Register
(http://wzsafety.tamu.edu/legal/laws_federal.
stm; www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/) for updates to
these work zone safety regulations.

For more information

Regarding the Highway Safety Improvement
Program, contact Tom Welch, lowa DOT
Office of Traffic and Safety, 515-239-1267,

tom.welch@dot.iowa.gov.

Regarding high-risk rural roads, contact
Rod Halverson, Iowa DOT Office of Local
Systems, 515-239-1147, rodneyhalverson@

dot.iowa.gov.

Regarding the Safe Routes to Schools pro-
gram, contact Kathy Ridnour, lowa SRTS
coordinator, 515-239-1713, kathy.ridnour@

dot.iowa.gov.

Regarding work zone safety, contact Jerry
Roche, FHWA Towa Division, 515-233-
7323, jerry.roche@fhwa.dot.gov. =
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Editor’s note: This is the first installment of
a series describing the various impacts of SAF-
ETEA-LU on lowa’ local transportation agen-
cies. This first article describes developments in

safety programs under the new legislation.

A $1.2 million annual set-aside specifically
targets safety problems on rural roads with dis-
proportionate crash, fatality, and incapacitating
injury rates. Photo courtesy of Charlie Purcell,
Office of Local Systems, lowa DOT.

regulations to ensure safer work zones. W |'k N 'I: t |'k h 'I: ‘ 2007
(1) A new regulation, in the rulemaking 0 Zn e sa e y Wu s ops 0
process at the moment, will require workers Brochures will be mailed in December 2006. See CTRE’ calendar of events online,
on federal-aid highway projects to wear )
) o ) www.ctre.iastate.edu/calendar.
high-visibility safety apparel. This could
apply to anyone in the right-of-way— Feb. 5 Ames, Scheman Building, I1SU
construction crews, surveyors, law enforce- Feb. 6 Ames, Scheman Building, ISU
ment, etc.
Feb. 13 Calmar, Northeast lowa Community College
(2) Another set of regulations, written into Feb 14 1 G ity T & Su
SAFETEA-LU but not yet acted upon, will & owa City, Quality Inn & Suites
improve the existing temporary traffic Feb. 15  ITowa City, Quality Inn & Suites
control measures used on all federal-aid Feb. 16  Ottumwa, Indian Hills Community College
highway projects. Measures being exam-
) i . . March 7 Mason City, North lowa Area Community College
ined include making certain temporary
traffic control devices separate pay items March 8  Mason City, North Iowa Area Community College
when provided by the contractor, requir- March 9 Creston, Southwestern Community College
ing concrete barriers between workers and
motorized traffic in certain situations. and March 27 Council Bluffs, lowa Western Community College
increasing the use of uniformed law enforce- March 28  Sioux City, Western Iowa Technical Community College
ment officers in work zones. ) i }
March 29 Storm Lake, Buena Vista University
Anyone familiar with the 2003 Manual on March 30 Ames, Scheman Building, 1SU
Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
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