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lowa LTAP Mission

To foster a safe, efficient, and environmentally sound

transportation system by improving skills and knowl-

edge of local transportation providers through train-
ing, technical assistance, and technology transfer,
thus improving the quality of life for lowans.
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Safe Routes to School

Did you know?
* In 1969, roughly half of all children
walked or biked to school. Today, only
about 15 percent do so.

e There are more than three times as
many overweight children today as
there were 25 years ago.

* As much as 20 to 30 percent of
morning rush hour traffic can be
attributed to parents driving children
to school.

Statistics like these have led to development
of the national Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
program. This concept has actually been in
existence in a few states for several years.

It is now being implemented across the
nation as a result of the federal transporta-
tion bill—SAFETEA-LU—authorized last

summer.

Basically, SRTS is a federal funding program
to increase the number of children bicycling
and walking to school. In addition, it is
intended to encourage healthy and active
lifestyles; improve safety; and reduce traffic,
fuel consumption, and air pollution in the

vicinity of schools.

One million dollars in grants for lowa
A few key points about this competitive
grant program are

¢ The funds are intended to help get
more children bicycling and walking
to and from school safely.

Eligible schools are elementary and
middle schools (grades K through 8).

Eligible applicants are cities, counties,
local governments, schools, or
nonprofit organizations.

Some of the eligible projects
include sidewalks, bicycle and
pedestrian crossings, traffic calming
improvements, public awareness
campaigns, safety education and
enforcement, and many others.

All projects should address both
infrastructure and noninfrastructure
elements.

Source: Toolbox to Address Safety and Operations
on School Grounds and Public Streets Adjacent to
Elementary and Middle Schools in lowa.

¢ Infrastructure projects must be within
two miles of the school.

* No local match is required.

* Jowa will receive a minimum of $1
million per year.

The lowa DOT will administer the program
for Towa. It is in the process of developing
the application and funding process with
the assistance of an advisory committee and
hope to be ready to receive applications by
the end of this year.

For more information

If you would like to be on the mailing list to
receive additional information as it
becomes available, please contact Kathy
Ridnour, Iowa’s Safe Routes to School
Coordinator, lowa DOT, 515-239-1713,
kathy.ridnour@dot.iowa.gov. A website will
soon be established. =

Editor’s note: This article was adapted from one
written by Kathy Ridnour for the March 2006
issue of lowa Bicyclist, the newsletter of the
Iowa Bicycle Coalition.


http:kathy.ridnour@dot.iowa.gov



